US                       THE  HOUSE   OF   VORK

and not intended to involve England in a con-
tinental war; and, secondly, that the schemes of
Henry V. had been abandoned. It is true that
Edward continued to hold the title of King of
France and that the pension received from Louis XI.
was termed tribute, but there was no real idea of
asserting the claim of Edward III., save in the
minds of a few reactionary visionaries. The future
interference of England on the Continent was aimed
at the maintenance of the balance of power. An
attempt to conquer France was hardly more in the
region of practical politics in the reign of Edward IV.
than in that of George III. The ideas of modern
foreign policy begin to appear, though as yet they
are not fully expounded.

And with the abandonment of the reactionary
policy of Henry V. commerce revived. The Yorkist
kings gave great attention to trade, Edward IV. was
himself a merchant and set an example of enterprise.
At the same time some efforts were directed to
restore the navy by the encouragement of ship-
building, and an attempt was made to repress the
prevalent piracy. From this date, also, the trade of
England began to be conducted by Englishmen,
instead of by Catalans, Genoese, and Hanseatic
merchants. Attention was directed to the regula-
tion of commerce. The export of gold was
discouraged by the enactment of sumptuary laws
and the establishment of the staple, and, although
such measures were ill-advised, the adoption of that
policy, which was ultimately elaborated into the
mercantile system, shows an increased interest in